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Bulbs 

 
This week, Year 5 have been planting daffodil bulbs. 

First of all we talked about what daffodil flowers look like and 

when they grow. All the children knew that daffodils were yellow trumpet like flowers 

that grow in spring. Some children knew that you can also get daffodils in different 

sizes, shades and combinations of yellow, white, cream and orange and 

we looked at pictures of the different types. Did you know they are 

over 13000 different varieties?! 

 

Next we looked at daffodil bulbs and identified where the 

roots grow, as well as the flower, leaves and stem. The bulbs 

had a brown papery skin to protect the bulb from drying out. 

The round part of the bulb is made up of layers of scales, just 

like an onion.  

 

That’s because an onion is another type of bulb! But the 

difference is you can eat onions, but you mustn’t eat 

daffodils as they are poisonous. We looked at an onion to 

compare it with a daffodil bulb and cut it in half to look at 

the layers of scales. Did you know that bulbs form a new 

layer of scales each year? These scales store food in the 

form of carbohydrates to give the daffodil the energy needed to start growing in the 

spring. 

 

Daffodils and onions aren’t the only plants that grow from bulbs. We took some time 

to list other plants that grow from bulbs. For example, garlic, snowdrops, tulips, 

bluebells, lilies and alliums. 

 

We learnt that all plants have Latin names, the language spoken by ancient Romans. 

The Latin name for Daffodil is Narcissus and there are two theories about where this 

name came from. 

Weather: cold and drizzly 



1. There is a Greek myth where a handsome young man named 

Narcissus was cursed with falling in love with his own reflection in 

the river. Knowing that he could never marry his ‘true love’ 

(himself) he fell in the river and died. Legend has it that daffodils 

grew in that place. 

2. Another theory is that the Greek word Narcissus means numb. It 

is thought that the toxic substance in daffodils has a numbing 

affect before making you very ill!  

We talked about why we grow daffodils from bulbs and not 

seeds. It is possible to grow daffodils from seeds but it 

takes about five years for them to flower so it is much 

quicker to use bulbs. Daffodils can also grow new ‘baby’ 

bulbs from their base. These are called daughter bulbs and 

we found a few examples. 

 

Bulbs are usually planted in autumn so that they have a few months of cold over the 

winter that is needed to ‘wake them up’. The daffodils Year 5 planted are a special 

variety that have already been subjected to a cold period meaning that if planted in 

pots and kept inside, they will start to grow and might be flowering for Christmas! 

 

With this in mind, lots of children decided they would 

like to give their potted daffodils as Christmas 

presents. Before we planted them, we decorated the 

pots with sharpies. After that, we part filled the cups 

with compost, placed the bulb inside and buried the 

bulbs with more compost. 

 

 

 

The variety of daffodil we planted are called 

‘Paper White’ and have a lovely smell. These will 

make great gifts for your loved ones at Christmas! 

 

 

 

 

 

See you soon, 

 

Catherine 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


